
around the 17th century and 

has remained that way since.  

The tradition of pinching peo-

ple who don’t wear green 

started in the United States 

in the early 1700s because 

of the idea that wearing 

green makes people invisible 

to leprechauns, who would 

pinch anyone they could see. 

People began pinching those 

who didn’t wear green as a 

reminder that leprechauns 

would pinch them too.  So on 

March 17, be sure to wear 

your green...or beware of 

leprechauns! 

Sources: 

Britannica Online Academic Edi-

tion 

Csmonitor.com 

Saint Patrick’s Day is cele-

brated on March 17 and is 

usually thought of the day 

when people wear green or 

risk being pinched. But what 

is the story behind Saint Pat-

rick’s Day?  

According to the Britannica 

Online Academic Edition,  

Saint Patrick was born in 

Roman Britain in the late 4th 

century , kidnapped at age 

16, and taken to Ireland as a 

slave. He escaped but re-

turned around the year 432 

to convert the Irish to Christi-

anity. By the time of his 

death on March 17, 461, he 

had established monaster-

ies, churches, and schools. 

Many legends grew up 

around him– for example, 

that he used the shamrock 

to explain the Christian con-

cept of the Trinity. Ireland 

came to celebrate this day  

 

 

 

 

 

with religious services and 

feasts.  

The holiday became more 

secular as Irish emigrants 

transformed the holiday into 

a celebration of all things 

Irish. Blue was the color tra-

ditionally associated with 

Saint Patrick’s Day, but 

green began to be more as-

sociated with the holiday 

Starting March 2, the li-

brary will be participating 

in Project Sails, a multiple 

choice survey which will 

measure information liter-

acy skills of current fresh-

men. The survey will take 

about 30 minutes and all 

participants will be en-

tered into a drawing to win 

a 16 GB iPod Nano, Star-

bucks coupons, or a Wal-

Mart gift card! Results 

from this assessment will 

allow us to improve our 

information literacy pro-

gram, so we hope that all 

of the current freshmen 

will participate. Project 

Sails will run through April 

25, and all freshmen will 

be sent more details via 

their student email.  

T h e  S t o r y  o f  S a i n t  P a t r i c k ’ s  

D a y  

Join us in the Hey-

del Fine Arts Cen-

ter on March 22  at 

12:30 as Dr. Claire 

King from Vander-

bilt University will 

present a talk on 

gender and popular 

culture and this 

idea was prevalent 

in Stealing Bud-

dha’s Dinner. 

S P R I N G  

B R E A K  H O U R S  

Sunday, March 6: 

Closed 

 

Monday, March 7– 

Friday, March 11:  

8 AM– 4:30 PM 

 

Sunday, March 13: 

2—10 PM 

 

Have a great Spring 

Break! 

A t t e n t i o n  f r e s h m e n !  

F O L L O W  T H E  L I B R A R Y :   

F A C E B O O K . C O M / C U L I B R A R Y  A N D  

T W I T T E R . C O M / C U L I B R A R Y  
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